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A Pakistani court on Friday ordered 
the arrests of two key opposition 
leaders and 68 others for attack-
ing the state-run television chan-
nel headquarters during a sit-in in 
the capital Islamabad in September 
2014.

An international human rights 
group has called on Myanmar’s 
government and military to ensure 
humanitarian aid can reach vulner-
able populations in Rakhine State 
where ongoing operations have 
blocked off the troubled region for 
more than a week.

Turkey and Tajikistan have signed a 
three-year cooperation plan to pro-
mote the political and cultural re-
lations between the two countries, 
according to a Turkish diplomatic 
source Friday. The 2017-2020 plan 
was signed Friday following a meet-
ing between...

The European Council late Thursday 
failed to agree on sanctions against 
Russia over Syria, but warned that 
the EU could consider “all available 
options, should the current atroci-
ties continue”. In a statement after 
the first day...

Turkish Deputy Prime Minister Numan Kurtulmus on 
Thursday warned against allowing other groups to be-
come established in the Iraqi city of Mosul after it is 
freed from Daesh. Deputy Prime Minister Numan Kur-

tulmus singled out the PKK/PYD terror group operat-
ing in Turkey and northern Syria and Iraqi Shia Mus-
lim militias as potential threats to the stability of the 
city and the well-being of its residents.

Age-old tribes rooted in Turkey’s 
eastern provinces Thursday spoke 
in unison to condemn recent ter-
rorist attacks on politicians and 
civilians. Representatives of large 
tribes told Anadolu Agency how 
the assassinations committed by 
the outlawed terrorist PKK were 
abominable. Giyaseddin Seckin, 
representing the Bidri tribe in the 

eastern Mus province, said that any 
attack on the staff of any political 
party must be condemned with-
out discrimination.“Killing political 
party officials... Hindering them by 
armed force and pressure, that is 
disgusting,” Seckin stated. He added 
that the PKK has a Marxist-Lenin-
ist mentality which is alien to the 
Kurds, a pious people.

A leading Turkmen figure accused 
Iraqi premier Haydar al-Abadi of ig-
noring his community in the region 
on Thursday. President of the Turk-
meneli Associations’ Federation, Ay-
din Beyatli, said he had been to Iraq 
before its army, Kurdish Peshmerga 
forces and international coalition led 
by the U.S. launched an operation to 
liberate the northern city of Mosul 
from Daesh. Beyatli met Iraqi law-

makers and NGOs and described his 
visit as an opportunity to share the 
opinions of Iraqi Turkmens. Turk-
mens are a Turkic ethnic group based 
largely in Syria and Iraq, where they 
live alongside large Arab and Kurd-
ish populations. The greater Turkmen 
community, which includes both 
Sunni and Shia Muslims, shares close 
cultural and linguistic affinities with 
the Turkish people.

The Daesh terrorist group is us-
ing civilian hostages as “human 
shields” on the frontlines of the 
ongoing battle for Mosul, accord-
ing to children who have recently 
fled the beleaguered city. Children 
from the village of Adla south of 
Mosul, who claim to have recent-
ly escaped the terrorist group’s 
clutches, say the militants are 
killing anyone who tries to flee 

and brainwashing local chil-
dren to carry out suicide attacks. 
Ahmed, 15, told Anadolu Agency 
that he had been trained by Daesh 
militants in combat techniques, 
weapons use and bomb-planting. 
”We were trained [by Daesh] in 
our village,” Ahmed -- who gave 
only his first name due to fears of 
reprisal -- said. “We did what we 
were told...
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As military operations to retake the country’s northern city of Mosul 
from Daesh began earlier this week, some have voiced concern for the 
possible consequence of a sectarian conflict in the region. They have voiced 

warnings against the direct involvement of Shia militias in liberating the 
city following allegations that such groups have committed atrocities 
against the Sunni population in other parts of Iraq.
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Concerns arise over possible 
sectarian conflict in N.Iraq

Some have voiced concern regarding potential sectarian conflict as result of offensive to retake Mosul
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