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Thousands of people joined have 
rallies across Australia to welcome 
refugees and express opposition to 
far-right parties’ anti-immigration 
stances. News broadcaster ABC re-
ported that the gatherings organized 
by Welcome to Australia were held 
in more than 25 cities and towns 
Saturday to celebrate cultural di-
versity. It quoted the group’s chief 
executive, former refugee Moham-
mad Al-Khafaji, as saying the Walk 
Together rallies are “a loud declara-
tion that thousands of Australians 
believe we are a nation known for 
our compassion, generosity and 
welcome”. Under its hardline immi-
gration policy...

Daesh snipers have turned Iraq’s 
northern city of Kirkuk into a 
ghost city amid an ongoing oper-
ation to oust the militant group 
from the city of Mosul. Street-to-
street fighting raged for the second 
day in a row between Daesh mili-
tants and security...

U.S. Secretary of Defense Ashton 
Carter is in Iraq on Saturday for an 
unscheduled visit to assess the pro-
gress of an ongoing operation to 
retake the northern city of Mosul 
from Daesh terrorists. Carter will 
hold talks with Iraqi Prime Minister 
Haidar al-Abadi...

Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu on Saturday ruled 
out Turkish troops taking any part in the operation to 
retake Iraq’s second city from Daesh. However, speak-
ing to journalists at a meeting of Justice and Develop-

ment (AK) Party members in Afyonkarahisar, western 
Turkey, he said special forces could be used to support 
local fighters in the Mosul offensive. “The land opera-
tion must be conducted by [the Iraqi]...

At least 3,300 migrants were res-
cued Friday by the Italian coast 
guard during a series of operations 
in the Mediterranean Sea, accord-
ing to that country’s media. The 
Ansa News Agency said the refu-
gees were rescued during 24 sep-
arate operations launched by the 

coast guard but seven victims were 
found dead. No information was 
immediately available about the 
nationalities of the migrants. Italy, 
has been a favored point for mi-
grants feeling violence and poverty 
who seek a better life in northern 
European countries. 

An Egyptian court on Saturday up-
held a 20-year jail term for former 
president Mohamed Morsi for vio-
lence charges, according to a judicial 
source.In April 2015, Morsi and sev-
eral co-defendants were sentenced to 
20 years in prison each in connection 
with deadly clashes outside the Itti-
hadiya presidential palace in eastern 
Cairo in 2012. The Court of Cassation, 
Egypt’s highest appellate court, how-

ever, on Saturday rejected an appeal 
filed by Morsi and his co-defendants 
against their jail terms and upheld the 
verdict, the source said. While a total 
of 11 people – including eight Morsi 
supporters – were killed in the clashes, 
the trial only addressed the death of 
one reporter and two anti-Morsi pro-
testers.  Saturday’s verdict is final and 
cannot be appealed by court. It, how-
ever, can still be...

Successive waves of cyberattacks 
on Friday caused massive outages 
across the United States at a di-
verse array of popular websites 
and services Users in Asia and 
Europe also experienced service 
disruptions, according to reports 
from outage investigator Down-
detector. The outages appear to 
have been caused by hackers tar-
geting Internet performance man-

agement company Dyn, which 
provides core web services for the 
affected websites. Dyn confirmed 
that it was the victim of a distrib-
uted denial of service (DDoS) at-
tack. A DDoS attack occurs when 
a service is flooded with large 
amounts of falsified web traffic in 
order to overwhelm servers and 
cause outages. These types of at-
tacks are popular...
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President Recep Tayyip Erdogan reiterated his call for a “terror-free 
zone” in the northern part of war-torn Syria on Saturday. “Now, ‘do 

not go to Al-Bab’ they say. We have to; we will go. Why? Because we 
need to prepare a terror-free zone there...

>> more details

Erdogan repeats call for 
‘terror-free zone’ in Syria

Turkish president says military must go to Daesh-held Al-Bab city
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