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Turkey’s military said Sunday it hit 
a total of eight Daesh and 51 PKK/
PYD targets in northern Syria as 
part of Operation Euphrates Shield. 
According to a briefing by the mili-
tary, Turkish Special Forces were in-
volved in the operation. The briefing 
added that four Turkish warplanes 
conducted an airstrike in Burj village 
in northern Syria on Saturday, de-
stroying four buildings used as de-
fensive positions and killing 11 ter-
rorists. Another operation was aimed 
at the PKK/PYD in Mare, a town in 
northwestern Syria. The operation 
saw four opposition fighters killed 
and 20 others injured. Three PKK/
PYD terrorists were killed.

Spain’s Socialists voted on Sunday 
to facilitate a minority government 
led by acting conservative Prime 
Minister Mariano Rajoy. The move 
by the opposition Socialists will al-
most certainly prevent the country 
from having to go through a new 
general election.

Myanmar authorities have arrest-
ed 17 Rohingya Muslims who were 
smuggled from troubled western 
Rakhine State to the country’s com-
mercial capital Yangon, an official 
said Sunday. A police officer in Yan-
gon told Anadolu Agency, “we ar-
rested 17 Bengalis from Rakhine in 
Yangon yesterday”...

Kurdish Peshmerga forces on Sunday captured a key 
road linking the northern Iraqi town of Bashiqa to 
the Daesh-held Mosul city. “Our forces are now be-
sieging the town from all sides after seizing control of 

the main road between Bashiqa and Mosul,” Peshmer-
ga officer Shirzad Zajuli told Anadolu Agency. “The 
Kurdish forces are now 7 kilometers away from Mo-
sul districts,” he said. Bashiqa, whose...

Egyptian authorities have suspend-
ed a TV anchor for describing oust-
ed president Mohamed Morsi as “Mr 
President” during a news bulletin. 
Mona Shukri was suspended and 
referred to a disciplinary panel after 
she said “Mr President” in reference 
to Morsi, the head of the Egyptian 

television’s news sector, Khaled Me-
hanna, said Sunday. The anchor’s 
comment came as she was reading 
news on a court verdict upholding a 
20-year jail term against Morsi for 
violence charges. On Saturday, the 
Court of Cassation, Egypt’s highest 
appellate court...

Riek Machar, South Sudan’s ex-First 
Vice President-turned-rebel leader 
who fled the country two months 
ago, has told Anadolu Agency there is 
need for a process to revive the peace 
deal signed last August. Speaking in 
an exclusive interview with Anadolu 
Agency in Johannesburg this week, 
Machar said there was a need to re-
turn to peace and form a national 
unity government. “President Salva 

Kiir started the war in July, break-
ing the peace agreement,” Machar 
said, accusing this of leading to the 
collapse of a tentative administration. 
Machar said he hoped the Intergov-
ernmental Authority on Development 
(IGAD) -- a regional body which had 
led the South Sudanese talks process 
-- might play a role in reviving it. He 
claimed Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni recently...

U.S. Secretary of Defense Ashton 
Carter arrived Sunday in Erbil, 
the capital of the Kurdish region 
in northern Iraq, from the Ira-
qi capital Baghdad. Carter landed 
down in Baghdad for an unsched-
uled visit on Saturday for talks 
with Iraqi officials on the progress 
of an ongoing operation to retake 
the northern city of Mosul from 
Daesh militants. He discussed with 

Iraqi officials a Turkish proposal 
to take part in the anti-Daesh of-
fensive in Mosul, but the proposal 
was rejected by Iraqi Prime Min-
ister Haidar al-Abadi. On Friday, 
Carter said U.S. and Turkey have 
reached “an agreement in prin-
ciple” to include Ankara in the 
Mosul operation. Turkey should 
“appropriately have a role in the 
counter-ISIL...
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Turkish troops are supporting Kurdish forces involved in the Mosul of-
fensive, Prime Minister Binali Yildirim said Sunday. An attack by Pesh-

merga fighters on the Daesh-held town of Bashiqa was backed by Turk-
ish artillery and tank fire, Yildirim said after a meeting...

>> more details

Turkish artillery backing Kurdish 
forces around Mosul, Premier says 

Prime Minister Binali Yildirim says troops at Bashiqa called on to provide support fire for Peshmerga
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