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Members of the Palestinian Fatah 
movement began Saturday to elect 
members of the group’s Revolution-
ary Council and Central Committee 
in the West Bank city of Ramallah.
Composed of 21 party members, 
Fatah’s Central Committee. is the 
group’s main...

Malaysia’s foreign minister warned 
Saturday that ongoing violence in 
Myanmar against Rohingya Mus-
lims -- which he described as “eth-
nic cleansing” -- poses a threat to the 
security and stability of Southeast 
Asia. Anifah Aman’s statement was 
released ahead of...

Cities across South Korea featured an 
increasingly familiar sight Saturday, as 
2.3 million citizens nationwide report-
edly rallied for a sixth...

Iran’s foreign minister Saturday crit-
icized the U.S. decision to extend 
sanctions on his country for another 
decade, according to the country’s 
state news agency. “The decision to 
extend the Iran sanctions will dis-
credit the U.S. government in the 
eyes of the international communi-
ty,” Mohammad Javad Zarif told re-
porters in New Delhi...

President Rodrigo Duterte said Saturday that United 
States President-elect Donald Trump has expressed 
support for the Philippine government’s campaign 
against illegal drugs. GMA News reported Saturday 
that the Presidential Communications Office released a 

transcript of a phone conversation late Friday in Trump 
was quoted as saying he understands how Duterte’s 
administration is handling the drive. “President-elect 
Trump wishes... to extend his warmest regards to the 
Filipino people. And in just a few minutes...

Former United Nations chief Kofi 
Annan visited people displaced by 
ongoing conflict in an area near 
Myanmar’s border with Bangladesh 
Saturday as head of a commission 
tasked with finding solutions to is-
sues which have raised widespread 
international ire. A senior official 
in Rakhine State’s regional govern-
ment told Anadolu Agency that the 

Advisory Commission on Rakhine 
had arrived in a northern part of 
the state where the army is accused 
of violence against members of the 
Rohingya Muslim minority.“The 
commission is visiting displaced 
people in villages in Maungdaw and 
Buthidaung townships today,” Min 
Aung said by phone. The state-ini-
tiated body...

China’s foreign minister insisted 
Saturday that a phone call between 
Taiwan’s leader and United States 
President-elect Donald Trump 
would not have an impact on the 
international community’s stance 
on the “one China” policy. Wang 
Yi described the call from Tsai Ing-
Wen as a “petty action” by Taiwan, 
which Beijing considers a breaka-

way province. A statement released 
earlier by the Trump transition 
team said that during the conversa-
tion Friday , Trump and Tsai “noted 
the close economic, political, and 
security ties exists between Taiwan 
and the United States”. The conver-
sation reportedly marked the first 
publicly reported telephone call 
between a U.S.
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turkish lira gaining ground in exports
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Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan Saturday again urged Turkish 
citizens to convert their foreign exchange savings into liras or gold. “Come 
now and convert your dollars and euros into Turkish liras,” Erdogan said 

during the opening ceremony of a new shopping mall in Istanbul. “Look, 
this is national, it is fruitful. You won’t suffer any losses, don’t worry,” said 
Erdogan, addressing people fearful they might lose out...
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Erdogan urges people to 
switch to local currency

Now is the time to change dollars and euros to liras and protect Turkey’s economy, says President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
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