
 

The Assembly of the Interna-
tional Maritime Organization 
has reelected Turkey to its 
40-member council Saturday 
for the 2016-2017 period.   
According the statement issued 
by the Turkish Foreign Min-
istry, Turkey was reelected a 
member of the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) 
Council during the 29th Gen-
eral Assembly meeting held in 
London, receiving 137 votes 
among 157 countries.
“Turkey being a member once 

again has reinforced our strong 
position in technical issues such 
as UN maritime safety and 
security and the prevention 
of marine pollution.” said the 
statement.
The member countries are cat-
egorized in groups A, B and 
C in accordance to their fleet 
size and commercial volume. 
Turkey has been in category C 
since 1999.
The IMO has the responsibili-
ty to take binding decisions for 
member countries on maritime 
issues. It includes 171 mem-
ber countries, 76 international 
nongovernmental observatory 
institutions and 64 intergov-
ernmental institutions.

Tourism sector should be considered separately from pol-
itics, Turkish minister says Turkish minister has invited 
Russian citizens to visit his country despite the worsening 
relations between the two countries. Relations between 
Ankara and Moscow have worsened after Turkey downed 
a Russian jet for violating its airspace near the border with 
Syria on Nov.24. “The tourism sector should be considered 
separately from politics,” Turkish Culture and Tourism ....

Deficit drops 40 percent in October from previous year, 
TurkStat reports
Turkey’s foreign trade deficit declined 42.5 percent year-on-
year in October, the Turkish Statistical Institute reported on 
Monday. In October, the deficit fell to $3.62 billion, down 
from $6.29 billion from same month last year, plummeting 
42.5 percent. Exports were $13.29 billion, a 3.1 percent in-
crease from October 2014, and imports were $16.91 billion, 
an 11.9 percent decline year-on-year.  

Ankara promises to regularize refugee 
flow to Europe ‘as much as possible’; 
EU offers money and visa-free travel for 
Turkish citizens
The European Union and Turkey agreed 
on Sunday to speed up the country’s EU 
accession process if Ankara takes steps to 
stem the flow of refugees coming into 
Europe.
Chapter 17 on economy will be opened 
on Dec. 14 and visa-free travel for Turk-
ish citizens is expected to be implemented 
in October 2016 if Ankara meets certain 
criteria specified in an agreed roadmap.
The European Union will also give 3 
billion euros ($3.1 billion) in funding to 
meet the needs of more than 2 million 
Syrian refugees in the country.
“These 3 billion euros are not given to 
Turkey. [This amount] is given to Syrian 
refugees; the main philosophy is burden 
sharing,” Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu said at a joint press conference 
with European Council President Don-
ald Tusk and European Commission 
President Jean-Claude Juncker following 
a summit in Brussels on Sunday.
“I can guarantee that Turkey will be 
completing and fulfilling all the prom-

ises mentioned in the joint action plan,” 
Davutoglu said.
“Our ultimate target is to prevent human 
smugglers, prevent all type of criminal 
activities against refugees and regularize 
this flow as much as possible,” he added.
Re-energized accession talks
The Cyprus issue remains a major obsta-
cle to Turkey’s accession plans, as several 
chapters are blocked by the Greek Cypri-
ot administration.
Out of 35 chapters, which must be com-
pleted in order for the country to join the 
28-nation bloc, only 13 have been examined.
“The Cyprus settlement is an important 
step,” Juncker said. “I am quite optimistic 
after having visited Cyprus; things are 
moving in the right direction.” 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 
President Mustafa Akinci and Greek 
Cypriot leader Nicos Anastasiades re-
sumed talks on reunifying the island fol-
lowing Akinci’s election in April.
Negotiations resumed following a two-
year hiatus in February 2013 but stalled 
in October last year after a row over min-
eral exploration around the island.

The body of a pilot flying the Russian 
SU-24 that was shot down last week 
was repatriated, officials in Ankara 
told AA on Monday.
Speaking on condition of anonymi-
ty, the officials said the remains of the 
pilot were flown by a Russian plane 
from Esenboga International Airport 
in Ankara to Russia.
Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu told reporters in Ankara 
on Sunday that the remains had been 
retrieved on Saturday night.
“The pilot, who lost his life during 
[Tuesday’s] airspace violation, was 

delivered to us last night at 1.45 a.m 
[11:45 GMT],” Davutoglu said Sunday.
The body of the Russian pilot was 
sent to the Turkish capital Ankara 
from Hatay Sunday afternoon. Ac-
cording to local sources in Hatay, a 
member of the Orthodox clergy in 
the area performed a religious cere-
mony on Sunday night.
Turkey’s government said on Tuesday 
that its F-16s shot down the Russian 
SU-24 after several warnings against 
its violation of Turkish airspace over 
the southern province of Hatay.

Russian jets bombed Sunday a bak-
ery built by a Turkish humanitarian 
agency in the city of Idlib, north-
western Syria.
The bakery was established 16 
months ago by the Turkish Human-
itarian Relief Foundation (IHH) and 
it produced about 65,000 loafs of 
bread per day serving about 40,000 

people, the foundation’s officials say.
Burak Karacaoglu from the IHH’s 
Hatay office in Turkey, who follows 
the foundation’s activity in Syria, 
told Anadolu Agency that Russian 
jets had bombed the bakery in Idlib’s 
Sarakib area. Karacaoglu said no em-
ployees were killed.  

 Israel has responded on Sunday 
to an EU move to label goods 
from illegal settlements by 
moving to suspend its role in 
the Palestine-Israel peace process. 
The Times of Israel quoted 
a Hebrew-language Foreign 
Ministry statement saying 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu had ordered a suspen-
sion of diplomatic contact with 
the EU with regards to the 
peace process.  It did not how-
ever extend to individual mem-
ber countries of the EU.
Israel had previously threatened 
such a move in response to EU 
guidelines requiring the labe-
ling of goods produced in set-
tlements in the occupied West 
Bank, as opposed to in Israel 
itself.

NATO chief says Turkey has 
right to protect territorial in-
tegrity, calls on Ankara and 
Moscow to communicate
NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg reiterated Monday 
that Turkey has the right to 
protect and defend its borders 
following the downing of a 
Russian warplane, which vio-
lated the country’s airspace on Nov.24.

“[The] important thing now is 
to state once again that Turkey 
has the right to protect and to 
defend its territorial integrity 
and airspace,” Stoltenberg told 
reporters in Brussels on Mon-
day following his meeting 
with Turkish Prime Minister 
Ahmet Davutoglu.
Stoltenberg said: “Our own 
sources, our own information 
is consistent with what we 
have been given by Turkey, 
so they are providing the same 
main message -- that it was 
a violation of [their] airspace; 
this has happened before.”
“We believe [the] best way of 
de-escalating the situation and 
clam tensions is by direct con-

tact between Ankara and Mos-
cow because then they can sit 
down and look into what they 
can [do] to avoid something 
similar [from] happening in the 
future,” Stoltenberg added.
Davutoglu said Monday that 
Turkey was ready to talk with 
Russia about the incident, but 
that his country would not 
apologize for “doing its duty 
to protect its airspace”.
“If [the] Russian side wants 
talks and prevent any future 
event like this, we are ready to 
talk,” Davutoglu said. “If they 
want information, we can 
give any information regard-
ing this incident; if they want 
to improve relations [...]

A total of 10,800 security forces have been deployed, with 
2,800 posted at the conference venue in the northeastern 
suburb of Paris The UN Climate Change Conference 
(COP21) has begun in the northeastern suburb of the cap-
ital Paris where world leaders have started to arrive amid 
tight security. An estimated 150 heads of states, including 
Turkish President RecepTayyip Erdogan and U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama will attend the conference. 
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Nato Defends Turkey’s
‘Right to Protect Airspace’
NATO chief says Turkey has right to protect 
territorial integrity, calls on Ankara and 
Moscow to communicate
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Turkey Ready to Talk, but 
No Apologize to Russia

Turkey will not apologize for downing 
an aircraft that violated its airspace, but 
the country is ready to hold talks with 
Russia, Turkish premier said Monday.
Addressing a joint press conference 
with NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg at the alliance’s headquar-
ters in Brussels on Monday, Turkish 
Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu 
underscored Turkey’s readiness to hold 
talks with Russia to defuse tensions 
arising in the aftermath of the down-
ing of a Russian bomber jet on Nov. 24.

“If [the] Russian side wants talks and 
prevent any future event like this, we 
are ready to talk,” Davutoglu said.
“If they want information, we can give 
any information regarding this inci-
dent; if they want to improve relations, 
[…] we are ready to talk,” he added.
However, concerning Russia’s demand 
for an apology, Davutoglu said that 
Turkey could not be asked to apologize 
for doing its duty to protect its border 
and airspace.
“The protection of our airspace [and] 

land border is not only a right, but 
duty for my government,” he said. 
“No authority will apologize because of 
doing [its] duty. Protection of Turkish 
borders is a national duty and our army 
did their job to protect its airspace.”
In response to the incident, Russia 
introduced a host of measures against 
Turkey, including imposing eco-
nomic sanctions, announcing an end 
to the visa-free regime and calling on 
Russian tourists to not visit the country 
on security grounds. It placed a ban on 
some Turkish goods and forbid exten-
sions of labor contracts for Turkish 
citizens working in Russia as of Jan. 1.
Davutoglu criticized the decision to 
impose economic sanctions on Turkey, 
recalling that when Western powers 
sanctioned Russia over the Ukraine 
crisis, the Kremlin had strongly crit-
icized the move.
“Russia was against economic sanctions 
themselves, it is contradictory to use the 
same measure, which was criticized by 
them when other countries did so in 
Ukraine,” Davutoglu said.

He also called on Russian citizens to 
continue visiting Turkey, which is a 
major tourist attraction for them.
“Russian people are friendly people 
to [the] Turkish people,” he said. “For 
many of them, Antalya is like second 
home…we expect Russian friends to 
come to Turkey in a friendly manner 
[and] Turkey is a home for Russian 
tourists,” he added.
While the NATO chief backed 
Turkey’s right to protect border and 
airspace, he also said that the alliance 
would support efforts to defuse ten-
sions. “We support Turkey’s efforts to 
make contact with Russia,” Stoltenberg said.
“All allies fully support Turkey’s right 
to defend its territorial integrity and its 
airspace,” Stoltenberg said. “I welcome 
Turkey’s efforts to establish contact with 
Moscow to de-escalate the situation.”
“It is important to stay calm and to 
calm tensions; I urge Russia to play a 
constructive role in Syria by targeting 
ISIL -- our common enemy,” he added, 
referring to the terrorist Daesh group 
by an alternative acronym.>MORE DETAILS

>MORE DETAILS

‘Protection of Turkish borders is a national duty and our 
army did their job to protect its airspace,’ Davutoglu has 
said at NATO headquarters in Brussels

EU foreign policy chief Fed-
erica Mogherini has called on 
Turkey to once again launch 
a “peace process” after a re-
nowned Kurdish lawyer and 
two police officers were killed 
in gunfire in Turkey’s south-
eastern province of Diyarba-
kir on Saturday.
Mogherini was speaking to 
reporters ahead of meeting 

between EU heads of gov-
ernment and Turkish Prime 
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu in 
Brussels on Sunday.
 “I would like to stress the 
need to start peace process 
with Kurds.” she said. “The 
European Union will give all 
the support to restart the peace 
process,” she said.
What is commonly known 
in Turkey as the solution pro-
cess aims to end the 30-year 
conflict between Turkey and 
PKK militants. It began in 
2013 but has stalled after the 
recent killings of a number of 
police officers and soldiers in 
the country.
President of the Diyarbakir 

Bar Association, Tahir Elci, 
and two police officers were 
killed in Diyarbakir’s central 
Sur district on Saturday.
“Let me say in these hours af-
ter the killing of Elci, I would 
like to stigmatize it as a terri-
ble thing,” Mogherini said.
EU heads of government are 
currently seeking Turkey’s 
help to stem the flow of refu-
gees into Europe.
“We need each other, we are 
facing the same problem, we 
can be partners [and] we need 
to put all issues on the table,” 
said Mogherini.

EU foreign policy chief calls on Turkey to ‘re-
start peace process with Kurds’ following death 
of renowned lawyer Tahir Elci
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EU Urges Turkey to ‘Restart’ 
Solution Process
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