
BRUSSELS (AA) – The European Union announced on 
Tuesday that it would give Turkey €3 billion ($3.1 billion) 
to ensure that the needs of refugees are met in the country, 
which currently hosts the highest number of Syrian refu-
gees in the world. “In dealing with the refugee crisis, it is 
absolutely clear that the European Union needs to step up 
its cooperation with Turkey and Turkey with the European 
Union,” European Commission First-Vice President Frans 
Timmermans said in a statement on Tuesday.

ANKARA
Defending NBA champions Golden State Warriors set a 
new National Basketball Association record for the best 
start to a season by claiming their 16th consecutive win as 
they humiliated the Los Angeles Lakers 111-77 in Califor-
nia on Tuesday night.
Grants and financial support from the €3 billion Refugee 
Facility for Turkey will be provided as of Jan. 1, 2016.

WASHINGTON (AA) – The pilots of a 
downed Russian aircraft did not respond 
to Turkish military warnings, a spokes-
man for the U.S.-led anti-Daesh coali-
tion said Tuesday.
Col. Steve Warren said coalition head-
quarters heard the incident on radar 
and confirmed Turkey’s military claim 
regarding the lack of response from the 
Russian pilots. The pilots were warned 
10 times in 5 minutes, according to the 
Turkish Armed Forces. 
Warren described the downing of the 
aircraft as “an incident between the Rus-
sian and the Turkish governments” and 
not one involving the coalition.
International norms prohibits an alien 
aircraft from flying over another state’s 
airspace, he said. 
“International norms are clear and well 
known by all players so there is no rea-
son for an aircraft to fly over an area it 
shouldn’t,” Warren said. 
Two Turkish F-16s on patrol along the 
Syrian border engaged two Russian SU-
24s before shooting one down after the 
warnings. 
The Russian defense ministry has an-
nounced an investigation into the crash.

Russian authorities said their planes were 
after Daesh in the area when it crossed 
the border.
Warren, however, said there are no Daesh 
targets in that area, expressing concern 
about Russian activities in Syria that go 
beyond targeting Daesh. 
Russian aircraft have accompanied forces 
of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad that 
are conducting offensives against oppo-
sition groups. 
Russian jets twice violated Turkish air-
space last month. 
The U.S. last month deployed six F-15C 
air-to-air fighter jets to the Incirlik Air 
Base in southern Turkey to help Turkish 
jets patrol its borders. 
Warren told reporters that none of those 
U.S. aircraft were involved in the inci-
dent and there were no American aircraft 
or equipment in the vicinity where the 
incident happened. 
He noted, however, the F-15s that are 
protecting Turkish airspace are not part 
of the coalition and not operating within 
the parameters of an agreement singed 
last month with Russia about air safety 
above Syria. 

WASHINGTON (AA) – President 
Barack Obama on Tuesday asserted 
Turkey’s right to self-defense follow-
ing the downing of a Russian fighter 
jet that Ankara says violated its airspace.
“Turkey, like every country, has a 
right to defend its territory and its 
airspace,” Obama said during a joint 
press conference with his French 
counterpart, Francois Hollande.
The American president insisted, 
however, that Moscow and Ankara 
should seek to de-escalate the situation.
“It’s very important right now for us 
to make sure that both the Russians 
and the Turks are talking to each 
other, find out exactly what happened 
and take measures to discourage any 
kind of escalation,” he said.
The Russian Sukhoi SU-24 was 
downed by Turkish F-16 fighter jets 
in line with Turkey’s standard rules of 
engagement, according to the Turk-
ish military, which added that the 
Russian plane was repeatedly warned 
that it was violating Turkish airspace 

before it was fired upon. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
insisted that the plane was outside of 
Turkish airspace when it was brought down.
“This [the downing] points to an 
ongoing problem with the Russian 
operations in the sense that they are 
operating very close to a Turkish 
border and they are going after mod-
erate opposition that are supported by 
not only Turkey but a wide range of 
countries,” Obama said.
Hollande described the event as “a 
serious one,” noting that Turkey is 
providing its NATO allies with all of 
the relevant information “so that we 
can find out what truly happened and 
whether Turkey’s airspace indeed was 
entered into”.“We must prevent an 
escalation,” he said. “The only pur-
pose is to fight against terrorism and 
Daesh. This is what we must do, all of 
us, we, Turkey, Russia. And what just 
took place, ....

by Andrew Jay Rosenbaum and 
Zaki Shaikh LONDON (AA) 
Russia has a long history of vi-
olating airspace and territorial 
waters as a means of applying 
pressure to achieve political aims.
On Tuesday, Turkish forces shot 
down an unidentified bomb-
er which Russian authorities 
claimed was a  Russian SU24 
fighter jet. The jet had violated 
Turkey’s airspace according to a 

radar tracking diagram provided 
by the Turkish Chief of General Staff. 
 U.S.-led anti-Daesh coalition 
spokesman Col. Steve Warren 
said coalition headquarters heard 
the incident on radar and con-
firmed Turkey’s military claim 
regarding the lack of response 
from the Russian pilots. The pi-
lots were warned 10 times in 5 
minutes, according to the Turk-
ish Armed Forces. 
The Turkmen Mountains re-
gion, near where the plane was 
downed,  has been targeted 
by Russian air strikes as part of 
a heavy bombing campaign 
against targets in northern Syria.
There have been two previous 
incursions by Russian aircraft 
into Turkish airspace this year, ....
 

JERUSALEM (AA) – Israel’s de-
tainment of hundreds of Pales-
tinian children over the past two 
months has flooded the Israeli 
prison system and raised concerns 
about the conditions children are 
being detained in. More than 
300 Palestinian minors have been 
arrested since the beginning of 
October, according to Palestinian 
prisoner rights group Addameer, 
forcing Israel to open a new facili-
ty for minors at the Givon prison. 

JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia (AA) – 
The Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC) said in a Monday 
statement that, in the wake of this 
month’s attacks in Paris, hatred and 
Islamophobia had reached “alarm-
ing levels”.

JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia (AA) – 
The Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC) said in a Monday 
statement that, in the wake of this 
month’s attacks in Paris, hatred and 
Islamophobia had reached “alarm-
ing levels”.

BRUSSELS (AA) - NATO 
backs Ankara after Turkey 
downed a Russian warplane 
that breached its airspace on 
Tuesday, Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg has said. 
Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Brussels on Tuesday, 
Stoltenberg said: “As we have 
repeatedly made clear, we 
stand in solidarity with Tur-
key and support territorial in-
tegrity of our NATO ally Turkey.”
 “I call for calm and de-es-
calation [...] diplomacy,” 
Stoltenberg said, echoing 
similar comments made by 
EU officials on Tuesday. 
 “That is why I welcome con-
tact between Moscow and 

Ankara,” he said. 
In a statement on its website, 
the Turkish General Staff said 
a “warplane of unknown na-
tionality” had breached Turk-
ish airspace over Yayladagi, 
in Hatay province, which 
borders northwestern Syria. 
“The allied assessments we 
have gotten from several allies 
are consistent with informa-
tion we have been provided 
from Turkey,” Stoltenberg said. 
The military did not specify 
the type of plane but Turkish 
presidential sources and the 
Russian Ministry of Defense 
identified the aircraft as a
Russian SU-24.

ADANA, Turkey (AA) - Anadolu Agency journalists 
spoke on Tuesday of the moment they saw a Russian jet 
downed on the Turkey-Syria border.
Cameraman Erdal Turkoglu and photographer Fatih 
Aktas travelled to the border at Yayladagi early Tuesday 
morning to report on developments at the Syrian border.
Turkoglu said they heard the sound of a jet and looked to 
the sky. “Suddenly we saw a fireball up in the air,” he said. 
“While the fireball was falling down ...
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NATO Backs Turkey 
After Downing of 
Russian War Plane
NATO CHIEF SAYS ALLIANCE BACKS 
MEMBER TURKEY, BUT ALSO CALLS 
FOR CALM AND DE-ESCALATION

Pentagon: Russian 
Pilot did not Respond 
Turkish Warnings

Obama Backs 
Turkish Self-Defense 
in Row with Russia,
Urges Calm Russia Makes 

Regular Tactic of 
Airspace Violations

Palestinian 
Minors in 
Israeli Jails 
Face Grim 
Conditions

After Paris, 
Islamophobia 
Reaching 
‘Alarming’ 
Levels: OIC

Pilot of 
Downed Jet 
with Syrian 
Army: 
Russian Envoy

Erdogan Says Turkey Defended 
‘Security, Brothers’ Rights’

Turkish PM: 
‘Russia is Our Friend 
and Neighbor’

ISTANBUL (AA) - No one should 
expect from Turkey to remain silent 
in the face of constant violations of its 
border security and ignorance of its 
sovereignty, Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said Wednesday.

Erdogan made the remarks following 
Turkey’s downing of a Russian SU-24 
warplane that violated Turkish airspace.
The Russian warplane was shot down at 
the Turkish-Syrian border after repeat-
edly ignoring warnings that it was 

violating Turkish airspace, according 
to the Turkish military.
Addressing the Standing Committee 
for Economic and Commercia l 
Cooperation of the Organization of 
the Islamic Cooperation in Istanbul, 
the president said: “Turkey does not 
want to escalate this incident [shoot-
ing down a warplane]. Turkey only 
defended its [border] security and its 
brothers’ rights.”
Erdogan said that Ankara had previ-
ously conveyed its sensitivity regarding 
the violations and had done its best on 
its part to avoid such an incident.
“The only reason that such an incident 
did not take place before is Turkey’s 
good faith and its restraint. Turkey is 
not on the side of tension, crisis and 
animosity,” he said.
On Tuesday, Russian President 

Vladimir Putin said the event will “bear 
serious consequences” for Turkish-
Russian relations. He also claimed that 
Russian warplanes had been conduct-
ing an operation against Daesh in the 
north of Latakia in Syria.
However, the Turkish president rejected 
the Russian allegation of a Daesh pres-
ence in the north of Latakia , saying that 
Turkmen, not Daesh, lived in this region.
During his address, Erdogan called 
Daesh, al Qaeda, Boko Haram and 
al-Shabaab shadowy structures and 
criminal networks.
“Their priority is to kill those Muslims 
who do not share their views. They 
damaged Muslim countries, our values, 
the best work of our culture, libraries, 
scholars and schools,” Erdogan said, 
calling for a united front against these 
criminal networks.

ANKARA (AA)
Turkey’s prime minister has said it was 
not his country’s intention to “drive a 
wedge” into its relationship with Russia.
Ahmet Davutoglu was speaking on 
Wednesday in Ankara after Turkish 
F16 jets shot down a Russian warplane 
violating its airspace on Tuesday.
According to the Turkish military, 
the plane was downed near Syria’s 

Bayirbucak area in line with standard 
rules of engagement.
Describing Russia as Turkey’s friend 
and neighbor, Davutoglu told a meet-
ing of Turkey’s ruling Justice and 
Development (AK) Party: “Relations 
between big countries cannot be sac-
rificed over communication accidents.”
Davutoglu said the Russian Federation 
was an important partner for Turkey.

Tensions between Ankara and Moscow 
have risen since a Russian SU-24 war-
plane was shot down near the Turkish-
Syrian border after repeatedly ignoring 
warnings that it was violating Turkey’s airspace.
On Tuesday, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said: “This tragic 
event will bear serious consequences 
for Turkish-Russian relations.”
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 

cancelled a scheduled visit to Turkey in 
the wake of the incident.
The Turkish PM denied there was a 
Daesh element in the Bayirbucak area, 
adding: “No one can legitimate the 
attack on Bayirbucak area ‘with Daesh’.”

>MORE DETAILS

>MORE DETAILS

>MORE DETAILS

FOLLOWING TURKEY’S SHOOTING DOWN OF RUSSIAN JET TUESDAY, TURK-
ISH PRESIDENT ERDOGAN SAYS TURKEY WILL NOT REMAIN SILENT IN THE 
FACE OF BORDER VIOLATIONS

AHMET DAVUTOGLU STRESSES TIES 
WITH MOSCOW AFTER SHOOTING 
DOWN OF RUSSIAN WARPLANE

ANKARA (AA) - Turkey’s 
downing of a Russian military 
plane violating its airspace is 
in line with international law 
practices, according to experts.
A Russian fighter-bomber was 
shot down earlier Tuesday by 
Turkish F-16s after being re-
peatedly warned about violat-
ing Turkish airspace.
According to the Turkish mil-
itary, the plane was shot down 
near Syria’s Bayirbucak area in 
line with standard rules of engagement.
Media footage showed two 
parachutes floating to the 
ground before the aircraft 
crashed in a plume of smoke 
in northwest Syria.

A professor of International 
Relations at Abant Izzet Bay-
sal University, Mehmet Dalar, 
told Anadolu Agency that a 
country, of which the airspace 
is being violated, has the right 
to “intervene” in accordance 
with international law, if its 
warnings are not heeded.
“In such a situation, if a coun-
try deems it [the violation 
of airspace] a close security 
threat, it can intervene,”

 EXPERTS SAY TURKEY HAD THE 
‘RIGHT’ TO DOWN RUSSIAN
MILITARY PLANE VIOLATING ITS 
AIRSPACE

Experts:Downing 
Of Russian Jet ‘In 
Line With Intl’Law’
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