
ISTANBUL (AA) – Turkish 
police detained four suspects 
linked to the Daesh terrorist 
group in early-morning raids 
in Istanbul on Friday.
According to security sources, 
squads from Istanbul police’s 
Anti-Terror Branch mounted 
simultaneous raids on a num-
ber of addresses in the Bagcilar 
district, accompanied by spe-
cial operation teams.
The operation was conducted 

to catch five suspects who al-
legedly aided both Turkish and 
foreign nationals to travel to 
Iraq and Syria, said police.
There is an ongoing operation 
to catch a final suspect, added 
police. 
Officers also seized five mobile 
phones, a laptop and two tab-
let computers as well as 18 hard 
disks at the addresses.
Images from the scene showed 
at least one squad of masked and 
armed officers going through a 
ground-floor entrance. Since 
July, security forces in the 
country have been conducting 
anti-terrorist operations across 
Turkey after a Daesh suicide 
bombing killed...

The time has come for the US, Europe, 
Russia and others to join Turkey and 
take a collective stand against Daesh, 
the Turkish prime minister has said.
Ahmet Davutoglu wrote in a newspa-
per column published Friday that while 
measures to defend Turkish territory 
would remain in place, Turkey will 
work with Russia and its allies to calm tensions.
Writing in The Times, Davutoglu said: 
“The downing of an unidentified jet 
in Turkish airspace was not -- and is 
not -- an act against a specific country. 
Turkey took action, based on standing 
rules of engagement, to protect the 

integrity of its sovereign territory. The 
necessary discussions are now taking 
place. While the measures to defend our 
territory will remain in place, Turkey 
will work with Russia and our allies to calm 
tensions.”
But the Turkish prime minister urged 
all sides not to be distracted “from the 
cause that unites us”.
He continued: “The international 
community must not turn on itself. 
Otherwise, the only victors will be 
Daesh and the Syrian regime. This 
symbiotic relationship keeps both alive.
“In the aftermath of the Paris attacks, 

like those in Ankara and others before 
it, the focus should be to tackle, 
head-on, the international threat that 
Daesh poses, securing the future of 
Syria and seeking a solution to the 
current refugee crisis. Failure to do so 
will enable Daesh to expand its hateful 
ideology. Like the terrorist scourge, the 
global response must transcend paro-
chial interests.” Davutoglu said that 
Daesh “worships death and rejects life, 
and has nothing to do with religion” 
and accepted the Muslim world “can 
and will do more to demonstrate that 
in relation to Islam”.

But he added: “The non-Muslim 
world, too, should make the distinc-
tion between terrorists and their false 
claim to legitimacy, and not be drawn 
into a so-called clash of civilisations. 
Remaining indifferent to the crises in 
the Middle East is no longer an option. 
We need to rethink our collective 
course of action.”
The international community’s failure, 
the Turkish prime minister wrote, was 
to not focus on combating Daesh’s 
spread in Syria.

ANKARA (AA) – Confidence in the Turkish economy was 
sharply higher in November, the Turkish Statistical Insti-
tute reported on Friday.
The Economic Confidence index increased 26.7 percent 
compared with the previous month, jumping to 104.99 in 
November from 82.87 in October, the report said.
All of the component indexes in the headline index saw 
increases, the report said.

ANKARA (AA) - Turkish club Besiktas came out on top 
of UEFA Europa League Group H before the last matches 
by toppling Albanian team Skenderbeu 2-0 in Istanbul on 
Thursday night. Turkish striker Cenk Tosun was the scorer 
for Besiktas at the Ataturk Olympic Stadium.
Group leaders Besiktas will play against Sporting Lisbon in 
Portugal in the last matchday on Dec. 10 . Even a possible 
draw against Portuguese team at Jose Alvalade will make 
Besiktas advance to the last 32.

ANKARA (AA) - A Supreme Military 
Council meeting in the Turkish capital of 
Ankara on Thursday discussed the recent 
incidents on the Syrian border and de-
cided that both military and diplomatic 
channels with Russia would remain open, 
Turkish General Staff said in a statement. 
“It was agreed that taking measures to 
prevent any possible undesirable inci-
dent between the armed forces of the 
two countries would be convenient,” the 
statement said. On Tuesday, two Turkish 
F-16 fighter jets on an aerial patrol in-

tercepted an unidentified aircraft within 
engagement rules when it intruded into 
Turkish airspace close to the Syrian bor-
der. The intruding aircraft was warned 
about the violation 10 times within five 
minutes before it was shot down.
This incident was discussed at Thursday’s 
meeting, led by Prime Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu. The Russian bomber jet 
crashed in the Syrian region of Bayirbu-
cak close to Yayladagi district of Turkey’s 
southern Hatay province.

ANKARA (AA) - At least 26 Turk-
ish businessmen were taken into po-
lice custody in Russia’s Black Sea city 
of Krasnodar late Wednesday, said 
Turkish diplomatic sources.
The group was in Krasnodar to at-
tend the International Agricultural 
Exhibition YugAgro.
They were taken from their pavilions 
by plain-clothed police officers in 
the fair area to the police station for 
“passport control”.
The businessmen were held at the 
police station until early Thursday. 
They then appeared before a court.
The Turkish businessmen are expect-
ed to remain under police custody for 
ten days before they will be deported 
by Russian authorities.
The incident comes just days after 
two Turkish F-16 fighter jets on an 
aerial patrol intercepted a Russian 
warplane within engagement rules 
when it intruded into Turkish air-
space close to the Syrian border. The 
intruding aircraft was warned about 
the violation 10 times within five 
minutes before it was shot down.

Turkish embassy in Moscow issued 
an advisory on its official social me-

dia accounts for Turkish citizens in 
Russia, requesting them to carry their 
passports on their persons and other 
documents and ensure their visas and 
permits are valid.
The embassy also reiterated that they 
should “meticulously obey the rules 
in Russia and warnings of Russian 
authorities.” It further warned Turk-
ish citizens who travel to Russia to 
check whether the travel documents 
they filled in upon entering the coun-
try conform with their purpose of 
travel..

ISTANBUL (AA) - At least 
180,879 civilians have been killed 
by the Bashar al-Assad regime in 
Syria since March 2011, a report 
released by the nongovernmental 
organization, Syrian Network for 
Human Rights, has said.
According to the report released 
on Nov. 19, “Government forces 
committed large scale massacres 
that took the lives of hundreds of 
individuals in few hours like when 
it shelled Al Ghouta with tox-
ic gasses and stormed Jdaidet Al 
Fadel town in Damascus suburbs, 
and committed other massacres in 
Baniyas and Al Bayda in Tartous”.
The report also noted armed op-
position groups killing 2,669 ci-
vilians, unidentified groups (2,002 
civilians), Daesh (1,712); Kurdish 
forces (379), al-Nusra front (347), 
Russian forces (263) and  interna-
tional coalition forces (251).  

Four children have died after a 
migrant boat carrying 55 people 
sank off the western coast of Tur-
key, coast guards said on Friday. 
The authorities said the boat car-
rying Afghan and Syrian people 
sank en route to the Greek island 
of Lesbos, near the Ayvacik dis-
trict of Turkey’s western Canak-
kale province. The deaths come 
just after a separate incident 
where two Syrian children also 
lost their lives as a boat carrying 
25 refugees sank off the Bodrum 
peninsula.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin is being invited to an 
Istanbul restaurant run by 
two Turkish brothers, who 
have been wrongly accused by 
Russian media of being Daesh 
members. Ismail and Ali 
Kember have been running a 
popular restaurant famous for 
liver recipes in the city’s Fatih 

district since 2006. A photo of 
theirs at the restaurant taken 
alongside Bilal Erdogan, son 
of Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, has been cir-
culating online for years, and 
has led to them being referred 
to as al-Qaeda and Daesh 
members in an attempt to im-
plicate their guest.

“We are very disturbed by 
being associated with such 
groups,” Ali Kember. “Those 
carrying out these acts of ter-
ror are cold-blooded murder-
ers. No one should try to equate 
us, Muslims, with such people.”
The brothers say Bilal Er-
dogan is only one of their 
numerous high-profile cus-
tomers at Cigeristan, billed 
on their website as “Istanbul’s 
most famous liver restaurant”.
They strongly deny claims 
that they have links to any ter-
rorist group, and are inviting 
the Russian president to their 
restaurant so that Putin can 
“get to know them better.” 

JAKARTA (AA) – A group of 16 asylum seekers has come 
ashore in eastern Indonesia after their boat was reportedly 
pushed back by Australian authorities off Christmas Is-
land. A police spokesperson in East Nusa Tenggara prov-
ince said Friday that the stranded migrant boat was dis-
covered overnight off of southern Timor island, and those 
on board were evacuated by local fishermen. “We have 
secured 17 people, 16 of whom were foreign migrants and 
one Indonesian,”
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Turkish Brothers Deny 
Claims of Daesh Link
Duo invite Russian President Putin to their 
restaurant in Istanbul following claims in Rus-
sian media portraying them as ‘Daesh leaders’

Turkey: Top military 
body discuss downing 
of Russian jet

26 Turkish 
businessmen held 
in Russia

Police Detain Four 
in Istanbul Anti-Daesh 
Raids

Assad Regime 
Blamed for 
most Civilian 
Deaths in Syria

Four Children 
Die After 
Migrant Boat 
Sinks in Turkey

Erdogan Says Putin ‘Playing 
with Fire’

Davutoglu: Partners must Unite with
Turkey Against Daesh

Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan on Friday warned his Russian 
counterpart of playing with fire by 

supporting the Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad regime in Syria. 
Erdogan responded to an earlier remark 

by Vladimir Putin who said: “Those 
who implement double standards in 
terrorism play with fire”. 
“Right, supporting [Assad’s] regime 
that claims 380,000 lives in Syria and 
implements state terrorism, it is also 
playing with fire,” Erdogan said in a 
speech in the northeastern Bayburt province.
He added that hitting opposition 
groups in Syria under the pretext of 
fighting Daesh was also “playing with fire”. 
Erdogan said: “We frankly recommend 
Russia not to play with the fire.” 
On Tuesday, an intruding Russian air-
craft was warned about the violation 10 
times within five minutes before it was 
shot down, according to the Turkish military.

It crashed in the Syrian region of 
Bayirbucak close to Yayladagi district 
of Turkey’s southern Hatay province.
NATO confirmed the accuracy of the 
radar trace data Turkey shared which 
clearly showed the Russian violation.
It was not the first time Russian fighter 
jets had violated Turkish airspace. In 
early October, Russian warplanes 
breached Turkish airspace. Russian 
officials apologized and pledged that 
no such incident would be repeated. 
Turkey had also renewed its warn-
ing on engagement rules, including a 
military response against violations of 
Turkish airspace.
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Turkish president accuses Moscow of striking opposition 
groups in Syria under pretext of fighting Daesh

Turkish prime minister uses UK newspaper column to 
say Turkey will continue to defend its territory but work 
with Russia and Allies to calm tensions

The Turkish lira, and the 
Turkish stock market have 
held relatively steady despite 
pressure on emerging-market 
assets after a Russian jet was 
downed by Turkish forces 
on Tuesday when it violated 
Turkish air space.
The Turkish lira has fallen to 
about 2.93 against the dollar 
from about 2.84 before the 
incident. The lira has decline 
from about 2.81
 “The Turkish lira-dollar re-
lationship was already mov-
ing in favor of the dollar last 
week, regaining lost ground 
and returning to pre-Turkish 
election levels,” commented 
Alessandro Bruno, an analyst 

with Ontario, Canada-based 
Profit Confidential, in an 
note published on Nov. 25.
Bruno cited anticipation of 
the Federal Reserve’s likely 
interest rate hike in Decem-
ber as well as recent positive 
economic data from the U.S. 
as the moving forces behind 
that drop.
“The dollar remains very 
strong,” Bruno said.
The lira was also pressured 
on Wednesday when the 
new Turkish government 
announced its program, and 
the wording regarding the 
central bank spurred rumors 
of change to that institution’s 
independent status.

Turkish stock market not 
sharply affected by pressure 
on emerging markets in wake 
of Russian warplane incident 
Turkish General Staff says
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Turkish Lira, Market 
Steady Despite Russia 
Tensions 
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